Matamoree, a large river to the south of Chittagong, practise the following curious custom whenever small-pox makes its appearance. The village is at once put in "khang," that is, it is shut up, and no one is allowed to enter or leave. They then hang up a dead monkey at the entrance to the village, and the monkey's blood is sprinkled with invocations on every house. The -village is swept by the women, who use monkeys' tails as brushes, and the disease is thus forced to the gate, when they dismiss it with curses and cut down the dead monkey.
" If, however, after and in spite of their solemn proceedings, any one in the village should be taken ill with small-pox, the whole population abandon houses and crops and flee into the jungle, for they say this must be a very strong demon, and it would be useless to contend with him."?Ed., I. M. G.
